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Re: Environmental Report, Historic. Report and Required Certification!; for
Docket No. AB 1U03X, Mohall Central Railroad. Inc.
Notice of Exemption for Abandonment in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties. ND

Dear Secretary Williams1

Mohall Central Railroad, Inc intends on filing a Notice of Exemption for the above-
referenced proposed abandonment any lime on or alter October 9, 2007. Hnclosed for the above-
referenced Abandonment Exemption arc the following, which arc required by 49 C F.R. Part
1105

1. An original and ten copies of a certificate demonstrating compliance with the
requirements of49 C.I- R. Part 1105:

2. An original and ten copies of the Environmental/Historic Report: and
3. Copies of the transmittal letters that accompanied the reports.

Please stamp the enclosed duplicate copy of this letter and return it to my attention to
indicate that you received the items listed

Feel free to call me if you have any questions

RespeejAfTly submitted,'

&ren R. FCees
'aralcgal

enclosures
cc Byron D. Olson

Michael Barron
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Docket No. AB 1003X

MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC. NOTICE OF EXEMPTION FOR
ABANDONMENT IN NELSON.
RAMSF.Y AND CAVALIKR
COUN fins, NORTH DAKOTA

TO1 Vcrnon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board (STB)
395 "E" Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-001

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C.F.R. PART 1105

1 hereby certify that on September 19, 2007, copies of the Environmental and Historic
Report for the above-captioned proceeding were served on the agencies listed at 49 C.F R. §
1105.7(b), all agencies consulted in preparing the report, and on the North Dakota Historical
Society. A service list is attached and incorporated into this Certificate as Attachment A The
reports have been sent within the time period specified, as Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. intends
to file its Notice of Exemption in the above-captioned matter no earlier than October 9, 2007.
All appropriate agencies as listed in 49 C.F R. § 1105.7(e) have been consulted well in advance
of preparing the Environmental Report

I also certify the following, (i) a newspaper notice was published on February 7, 2007,
and February 14, 2007, in the Lakota American, a newspaper of general circulation in Nelson
County, North Dakota; (ii) a newspaper notice was published on January 31, 2007, February 7,
2007, and February 14, 2007, in the Devils Lake Journal, a newspaper of general circulation in
Ramsey County, North Dakota: and (ni) a newspaper notice was published on February 5, 2007,
February 12, 2007 and February 19, 2007, in the Cavalier County Republican, a newspaper of
general circulation in Cavalier County, North Dakota. The notices alerted the public to the
proposed abandonment, to possible reuse alternatives, and to procedures for participating in the
STB proceeding. Copies of the notices are attached to this certificate as Attachment B.

Dated this 19lh day of September. 2007

Mark S. Radke
Attorney for Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
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SERVICE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT

Parties to be served with a copy of the Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to Section
1105.7(b) 20 days prior to the filing with the STB of the (i) Petition for Exemption; (ii) Notice of
Exemption OR (iii) Application for Abandonment

'Agency/Party Address

The State Clearing Mouse for North Dakota (or
other stale equivalent agency if the State has no
clearing house)

Jim Boyd
Division of Community Services
North Dakota Department of Commerce
P O. Box 2057
Bismarck. ND 58502-2057

North Dakota Environmental Protection Agency

North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section
918 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck. ND 58501-1947
Chief DaveGlatt
701/328-5150

Nelson County Commissioners (ND)

Ock'll Flaagan
Ronald DaMen
Donald Fougner
Noel Lofthus
Harold Bergqwst

Nelson County Courthouse
210 B Avenue W
Lakota,ND 58344-7410

Ramsey County Commissioners (ND)

Pamela Brekke
Joe Belford
Scott Diseth

. Barry Gage
Bill \fertnns

Ramsey County Courthouse
County Courthouse
524 4lfi Avenue
Devils Lake, ND 58301-2490

Cavalier County Commissioners (ND)

Donald Quam
Richard Flanders
Ole Ncwatzki
Ray Rollnd.\.\
Neil Romfo

Cavalier County Courthouse
901 3rd Street
Langdon, ND 58249-2457

STPL-Woid 1109581
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Agency/Party

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Office

",. Address

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service

Department of the Interior
1849 "C" Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

U S. Army Corps of Engineers (LTG Carl Strock,
Commander)

LTG Carl Strock. Commander
Headquarters
44 ]"G" Street NW
Washington, DC 20314

The National Park Service

Robert Stanton, Director
Department of the Interior
1849 "C" Street NW
Washington, D C. 20240

U.S. Soil Conservation Service

NOW Natural Resources Conservation Service

P.O Box 2890
Washington, IXC 20013
A tin: Legislative and Public Affairs

National Geodetic Survey

SSMC-3 #9202
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD
20910-3282

State Historic Preservation Office
Marvin L Kaiser.
612E Boulevard A vc.
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

Gov. John Hoeven 600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0001

North Dakota Department of Transportation
Planning

608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Sll'l-WorxJ 11095R I
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STVTE OF NORTH DAKOTA )

I ile Pcikuon of said Siaic und Count), bclne tlul) sworn un his oulh sa>s: Thai he in

Publisher of THt LAKOTA AMLRlCAN. a wcckl> newspaper of general circulation,

printed and published n Lakuia. In bald Count) and Stale, and thai said Lakoia American

«.ak dul<. and legal!; elccltd and designated as ihc official and legal newspaper, and that
I he id^triisemcni of

a pnaied copy of which is hereunto annexed, wajjjrinted and published in every copy of

each issue of uid newspaper for a period of <^\ consecutive weeks, to-wil.

Sira gr-l Mailer Lnes

F rs: T me Line Ra:e

Sueseq-en: L-ne Rates

First T-me Line Rale

Subsequen; L nes Rales

Coljnn '"ches

First "ime Inch Rale

Subsequent Rales

uxJ ih*l the full amount of the legal lee for I he publication of the annexed notice insures

to the benefit of the publisher of said newspaper, thai np arrangement or understanding

for the division thereof ha» been made with any other person, and that no part thereof has

been agreed to be paid to an) person, whomsoever, and (he amount of

„-,..,
day ofand subscribed before me this . .

. A „

Public, Nelson Count), N D
ELLEN L-PttCKsjON

_. Notary Public
My Commusion|Expires &ito of North DMUU

My Cornimtion Expires Jan 3 2013

notice to*!
^_.__ j wkh the Surtaoa TtanaDottaflgn

BoeM;-Washington;. DC 20423, a pettton far
under 49 U.8C. 10002 from the

raqidrarnenta of 49 U.S.C
yet aeq. permUno the abandonment of
-art of toe .44 44 man hi length «c

from mfepott a/5, approxinately
379 ffllaa north of Lawton, Na to mtopoet
48.18, Approximately 44 mlaa touth of Mu-
'•••VJHI»*L. "-• — - a-m-m • —f-m-'*™n,EH .naiwrci nenaia

Nort(i DaKota.'The.
ioDHatod aa No AB10IHK: '
tw\ Board1* SeoUori of Envkonmwtol

*(8EA) «• generaBy prepare and En-
1 Aaeeaament jEA). whKh wi nor-

avaJabto 00 days after the fang of
"L~i tor abandonment exemption

on environmental and energy
. mattera* ahouU be-Had no later" than 30 daya

afteCttia EA beoomaa avaBable to the pubic
4 and ,«* be addnwaed In a Board dectokn
^Meraated pereom may obtain a copy of the

EA'or make (nqublaa reQaidhg envkonmantol
mafare by wrinng to SEA. Surface Tram-
"portaton Board, Waahtogton DC 20423 or by
cafeng SEA at (202)565-1538

Appropriate offers of financed aaalatanoe
to oontinua ral eenloe can be fled win the
Board Haqueeto for emhonmental oondUona,
publo use oondatona. or ml banMnoAialS4jM
atoo oan be Had wth the Board An original
and 10 ooptoa of any pleading that ratsea •
maBara other then envfronmentariwuee (such
as treli uae, pubfc u»e, and'qflera of financial
MsbtMKM) mint be Had dlready wth the
Board's Office of the- Secretary, 1B25 "K"
Soeet NW. Waahhgton DC,20423 [See 49
CFR.1104.ifa) and 1104 3(4)]. and one oopy
mutt be served on petMonerii representaihe

• [Sea^49 CFR 1104 12(a)l QuMtkxw regard-
mg oflers of flnanolal aurtance. pubic use or
traai uaa may be directed to the. Boerd* Ol-
floe of Congressional and PubOo Servloea
Copies of any oommanta or requeeti tor oon-
dibom should be served on the pefluonar̂
represerBBtiw. Fetwbw. Lanoa Fenton &
Vogt PA. AMitJon Karen R Keea. 444

1 Cedar Street SuBa 2100. SaM Paul MN
9S101



or VUB&ZOATXOV

aban

•B MVUI miiepon 376, ap*
r—_.M»J AH! miles north ofLawton, ND,
to mileposti40 19, aproxmiatob' 4 0 miles

rm south of Munich. ND, In Nelson, Ramsey
and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota The

, prooaediiig'haB bean > docketed as No AB51 10Q3X • ,
, The Boarfl's Section of Environmental

Analysis (SEAj mil generally prepare an
" Environmental Auessment (EA), which will

nAnnaUy,be avulafakv60 days after the fli-
ng" of the petition for abandonment flxemp-

Fl tion Comments on environmental and en-
ergy matters should be filed no later than 30
days after the EA becomes available to the

S public and-wJll be addrgssod in a Board dea-
SMB Interested parsons may obtain a copy
of tte EA or make Inquiries regarding envf- .

( ronmental matters by wntiog to SEA, Sur-
face Transportation Beard. Washington DC
80433 or by calling SEA at (203) 66BO638

I Appropriate offers of financial assistance
to continue rail service can ba filed with the
Board Bequests for ennnmmental condi-
tions, public use conditions, or rail
batons/trails use also can be filed with the
Board An original and 10 copies of any
pleading that raises matters other than en-
vironmental ismies (such as trails use, pub-
he use, and offers of financial assistance) .
must be filed directly with the Board1* Office -
of the Secretary, 1926 T Street NW, Wash-

, lngtoaDCaM23ISee49CFB1104"l<a)and
1104,3(all, and one copy must ba served on
pebttonar^s representative [See 49 CFR
1104 12(a)] Qiieftlons ngarding offer* of fi-
nsneial Assistance, public use or trails use
may be duvc^'to the Board's ODke of Con- -
gmsianal ud Public Services" Copies of
any comments' or requests for'conditionB
should ba verved on the petitioner's repra- -
senUtive, Falhabor, Larson, Penlon & Vogt,
P A, Attention Karen R Keel, 444 Cedar
Street, Suite 2100, Saint Paul. MN0610L.

del 31,2 7.14)

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA.

County of Ramsey
M.

L^TJfc^.i-1—— „. — of "aid State and County
being first duly •worn, on oath aayi:

That
I Advertising Clerk V

the \ Advertising Manager
I General Manager

of the DEVILS LAKE JOURNAL

publishers of the Devils take Journal, a daily newspaper of general circulation printed and
published in the City of Devils Lake, In said County and State and has been during the rune
hereinafter mentioned, and that advertisement of

£^V^S_-C^5J:n^ printed cop, of which l«

hereto annexed, WAS printed and published In every copy of *J Issues

of eaJd newspaper, for a period of ^J. consecutive -SsA^^S^rftT..., to-wit:

03.
Ql

and (hat ithe full amount of the fee for the publication of the annexed notice inures
solely to the benefit of the publishers of said newspaper, that no agreement or under-
standing for a division thereof haa been made with any other person and that no part
thereof ban heen acreed to he oaJd to any person whomaoaver and the amount of aald

fee is I -J./-3i_e5-
That said newspaper was, at the time of the aforesaid publication, qualified In

accordance with the law of the Sta)e>of North Dakota to/^lo legal printing In said County
and State.

Subscribed and sworn to before me thlB day of

lUTOnnfru.
Notary Public, State of NorftDatote

rflTr^m{«innfaDiresMay27.2009



Affidavit of Publication
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, ^

County of Cavalier
j

DOROTHY DOMRES. being first duly sw
that certain newspaper known as Cavali
newspaper is a paper of general circulatioi
at Langdon, North Dakota, in said county
legal printing; that the printed copy of

ss.

lyr - •
IN OUC6

NOTIC
FELHABER, LARSON, FEI

to which this affidavit is annexed was pn
every issue of said paper for and dunng
weeks, the time when publication of such
to-wit.

First Publication

Second Publication.

Third Publication

Fourth Publication

r

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

NOTICE
Mohall Cenfial

a North Dakota corporation,,
hereby gives notice that it
intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Board,
Washington, DC 20423, a petition
for exemption under 49 U.S.C.
10502 from the prior approval
requirements of 49 ILS C 10903,
et seq., permitting the abandon-
ment of a segment of line 44.44
miles in length extending from
milepost 3 75, approximately
3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND,
to milepost 48 19, approximately
4.0 miles south of Munich, ND,
in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier
Counties, North Dakota. The
proceeding has been docketed as
No. AB 1003X.

The Board's Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA)
will generally prepare an
Environmental Assessment (EA),
which will normally be available
60 days after the filing of the peti-
tion for abandonment exemp-
tion. Comments on environmen-
tal and energy matters should be
filed no later than 30 days after
the EA becomes available to the
public and will be addressed in a
Board decision. Interested per-
sons may obtain a copy bf the EA
or make inquiries regarding
environmental matters by writ-
ing to SEA, Surface
Transportation . Board,

/ I Notary Public for Cavalier Count)', ND.

My comtrussjon expires APRIL 15. 2008

Washington DC 20423 or by call-
ing SEA at (202)565-1538.

Appropriate offers of financial
assistance to continue rail service
can be filed with the Board.
Requests for environmental con-
ditions, public use conditions, or
rail bankingltrails use also can be
filed with the Board. An original
and 10 copies of any pleading
that raises matters other than
environmental issues (such as
trails use, public use, and offers
of financial assistance) must be
filed directly with the Board's
Office of the Secretary, 1925 "K"
Street NW, Washington DC 20423
[See 49 CFR 1 1041 (a) and 1 1
O4.3(a)], and one copy must be
served on petitioner's representa-
tive [See 49 CFR 1 104.12(a)].
Questions regarding offers*of
financial assistance, public use or
trails use may be directed to the
Board's Office of Congressional
and Public Services. Copies of
any comments or requests for
conditions should be served on
the petitioner's representative,
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & VogC
P-A-/ Attention- 'Karen R. Kees,
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2 100,
Saint Paul MN 55101.
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt,

P.A.
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100

St. Paul MN 55101-2136
F5,12,19

Publication Fee S 97.29

7



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C.

STB DOCKET NO. AB 1003X

MOIIALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC. - ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION
FOR PORTIONS OF A LINE OF RAILROAD IN NELSON, RAMSEY

AND CAVALIER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

Michael J. Barren, Jr.
Fletcher &SippclLLC
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511

Dated September 19.2007 Counsel for Mohall Central Railroad, Inc

SI PL-Word 92o50 6 n/09/19/2007 1201 PM



ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

Environmental Issues

The following informalion is provided in accordance wilh 49 C.F.R. Section 1105.71

I. Proposed Action and Alternatives

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition
(if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible
changes in current operations or maintenance practices Also describe any reasonable
alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings
clearly delineating the project.

The proposed action is the abandonment of a portion of a line of railroad formerly owned

and operated by BNSF Railway (BNSF) and now owned by Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a

North Dakota corporation (MHC). The segment of line proposed to be abandoned is 44.44 miles

in length and extends from milcpost 3.75, approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to

milcpost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south of Munich, ND. The portion of the line proposed

for abandonment has not been operated since June 15, 2005. Prior to that time, the primary

reason for operating this line was to reach active rail users located at Munich, ND and towns

north of Munich on this former BNSF line, which extends to Sarles, ND near the Canadian

border

Since acquisition of the entire Sarles line by MHC from BNSF on October 18, 2005,

extending from milcpost 3.75 to the end of the track at Sarles milepost 73.0, operations north of

milcpost 48.19 (the north end of the proposed abandonment) have been conducted by NPR under

contract with MHC. Following acquisition of the Sarles line by MHC, rail service to shippers at

Munich and points north was resumed on October 25, 2005. Since resumption of service to the

end of 2006, approximately 395 revenue carloads have been moved. NPR now moves railcars

originating at points between Munich and Sarlcs, eastward via an existing NPR junction with the

Sarles line near Munich, ND (Alsen Junction) for interchange with BNSF at another BNSF/NPR

interchange at Ardoch, ND.

The line proposed for abandonment (the "Line'') is no longer needed for rail

transportation purposes. It is believed there arc no longer any active rail users on the Line

Active grain elevators at Hampdcn, ND and Edmore, ND arc now affiliated with Cenex Harvest

States (CHS), a grain marketing cooperative, which has a number of other affiliated elevators in

SI PL-Word 92650 6 n/09/19/2007 12 01 I'M



the vicinity. Gram for outbound shipment is trucked to a larger capacity CHS elevator at Milton,

ND, where shipments can take advantage of lower 100 car volume rates on cither BNSF or NPR

In addition, there arc several other large elevators capable of loading 100 car volumes within

reasonable trucking distance.

The principal industry in the area is agriculture, primarily raising small grains and

oilseeds. There are four towns on the line with the populations shown:

Town Population

Brocket (MP 12.0) 65
Lawton(MP18.3) 42
Edmore (MP 27.0) 256
Hampden (MP 39.7) 55
Alsen Junction (MP 48.19) No town this is the junction with the Northern

Plains Railroad and is the north end of the
proposed abandonment.

MHC intends to dismantle the Line and transfer the salvaged rail for use in rebuilding

and upgrading the NPR mainline between Devils Lake, ND and Thief River Falls, MN. The

vacated right-of-way will be made available for sale to adjacent farmers or other use.

(See Tab 1 for detailed map.)

2. Transportation System

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (freight or passenger) that will be diverted to
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

There should be no adverse impact on regional or local transportation systems and

patterns, as the overhead traffic formerly carried by the Line is now being moved by the NPR via

a different route. Since operations were rc-cslablished by the NPR as agent for the MHC on

October 25, 2005, on the portion of the Sarlcs line which will be retained north of Alscn

Junction, approximately 381 carloads have been originated at points between Munich and Sarlcs

and 14 carloads terminated When BNSF operated the Sarles line, this rail traffic would have

traveled approximately 50 miles south to a junction with a BNSF cast-west main line at Lakota.

Now, under MHC ownership and NPR operation, the traffic is moved to or from the east over an

NPR line to an interchange with the BNSF at Ardoch, ND.

SI PL-Word 92650 6 n'09/19/2007 1201 I'M
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Before BNSF sold the line to MHC, on embargo had been placed in effect on June 15,

2005 and all service over the Line proposed for abandonment, as well as the rest of the Sarles

line, had ceased From the date of the embargo until MI 1C caused operations to be resumed

between Alscn Junction and Sarles, any traffic to or from that portion of the Sarles line was

diverted to truck. With the resumption of rail service, active shippers north of Alsen junction

again have a railroad available. As noted previously, 395 carloads have already been moved

since resumption of service in October, 2005. Thus, the new routing arrangement has already

resulted in diverting traffic back to rail. It is anticipated that no further diversions cither to or

from rail will be created by abandoning the Line south of Alsen Junction.

3. Land Use

i. Based upon consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe
any inconsistencies.

MHC believes that its proposed action will not be inconsistent with local land use plans

The entire area traversed by the line is agricultural except for four small town sites at Brocket,

Lawton, Edmorc and Hampdcn. Upon abandonment and dismantling of the Line, the vacated

right-of-way will be made available for sale to adjacent farmers or other use. MIIC's

representative wrote the County Commissioners for the affected counties seeking information as

to current land use plans for those jurisdictions (See Tabs 4, 5 and 6.) MHC's representative

received a phone call from Scott Brckke of Edmorc, North Dakota (phone number 701/644-

2642), spouse of Pamela Brckke, a Commissioner for Ramsey County, North Dakota, expressing

an interest in purchasing the land from MHC which runs through his farm. Pamela Brckke

(phone number 701/351-2242) also contacted MHC's representative to express interest on behalf

of farmers m Ramsey County generally concerning purchase of the railroad land.

ii. Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of
the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

MHC's representative wrote the Deputy Chief of the Soil Survey and Resource

Assessment Deputy Area, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. (See Tab 7.) To

date, MHC has not received a response from that agency. It is believed that many portions of the

SI PI -Wurd 92650 6 n/09/19/2007 12 01 I'M



right-of-way could be acquired by adjacent farmers and placed in agricultural production

consistent with the surrounding land use. Other than the potential of adding to the available

agricultural land, no other effect on agricultural land is likely to result from the abandonment

iii. If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include
the coastal zone information required by section 1105 9

Not applicable: no coastal /.ones are found within the State of North Dakota.

iv. If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S C. 10906 and explain why.

The most likely use for the right-of-way would be to place the land into agricultural

production consistent with the adjacent land use The right-of-way might also be suitable as a

trail, but the low population and lack of scenic amenities in the vicinity makes such use unlikely.

MHC is open to any such possibility, however.

4. Energy

i. Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources,

ii. Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

iii. State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.

iv. If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more
than (A) 1,000 rail car loads a year; or (B) an average of SO rail car loads per mile
per year for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in
energy consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on transportation of energy resources,

recyclable commodities, nor will it result in any change in overall energy efficiency As noted

earlier, diversions from rail to motor carriage will not occur and will in fact be reversed.

Overhead rail traffic formerly carried by the Line will continue to be moved by rail via NPR

routings east of Alsen Junction. Transport of energy resources and recyclable commodities via

rail will remain available through NPR operation of MHC between Munich, ND and Sarles, ND.

Towns on the portion of the Sarles line that will continue to have rail service are as follows:

S FPL-Word 926506 n/09/19/2007 12 01 PM



Town Population

Munich (mp 52.44) 268
Clyde (mp 59.88) No population listed
Calvin (mp 65.83) 26
Sarlcs(mp 72.69) 25

5. Air

(i) Will the proposed action result in (A) a minimum increase in rail traffic of 100
percent (measured in gross tons annually) or eight trains per day on any segment
of affected rail line, (B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent as
measured in carload activity or (C) an average increase in motor carrier traffic of
either 50 vehicles per day or an increase in truck traffic exceeding 10 percent of
the average daily traffic on a given highway segment9 If any of the enumerated
thresholds is exceeded, quantify the anticipated increase in air emissions.

(ii) Tf a Class 1 or nonaltainment area is affected, are increased emissions within
parameters of the affected State Implementation Plan?

(iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is
contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity, frequency of service, safety
practices; MHC's safely record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents
and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of
an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

There will be no impact for the reasons stated above in section 4.

6. Noise

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) is surpassed, state whether the proposed
action will cause an increase in noise levels exceeding cither (i) a three decibel LDN
incremental increase or (ii) 65 decibels LDN or greater.

None of the thresholds will be exceeded for the reasons set forth more fully in section 4,

above

7. Safety

i. Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

The proposed abandonment will result in a modest improvement lo public safety by the

elimination of grade crossings between Lakota, ND and Alsen Junction. Train traffic on the

SI PL-Word 92f>50 6 n/09/19/2007 12 01 PM



segment of the line to be retained will not be increased over historic levels cither in terms of train

frequency or train size. Thus, delay time is likelv to be unaffected.

ii If hazardous materials arc expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safety practices
(including any speed restrictions); the MIIC's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to
deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of
hazardous materials

Any ha/ardous materials formerly transported over the Line will now be moved via

alternate NPR routings. NPR has in place all required plans to deal with accidental spills and

accidental release of hazardous materials.

in If there arc any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of
those sites and the types of ha/ardous materials involved.

There arc no known hazardous waste sites on the Line and MHC is not aware of any

hazardous materials spills that may have occurred along the subject right-of-way.

8 Biological Resources

i. Based upon consultation with the US. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether
the proposed action is likely to adversely alTect endangered or threatened species
or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

MHC's representative wrote the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service about its

proposed action. (See Tab 8.) To date, MHC has not received a response from that agency.

MHC docs not believe that the abandonment will affect any endangered or threatened species or

critical habitats.

ii Stale whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests
will be affected and describe any effects

There are no National or State parks or forests along the Line and MHC does not

anticipate that the abandonment will affect any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges There are no

wildlife refuges in the immediate vicinity of the Line 'Ihe closest refuge is the Lake Alice

National Wildlife Refuge, and the Line does not traverse this refuge. Nevertheless, MHC's
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representative wrote the National Park Service to obtain its views. (See Tab 9.) To date, MHC

has not received a response from that agency

9. Water

i. Based upon consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State and/or local water
quality standards and describe any inconsistencies.

No m-strcam salvage operations will be required. No action known to be inconsistent

with federal, state, and/or local water quality standards is contemplated. If any permits or

applications are found to be necessary, they will be obtained and any conditions or procedures

required by regulatory agencies will be complied with. MHC's representative wrote North

Dakota's Department of Health, Environmental Health Section. (Sec Tab 10.)

ii. Based upon consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S C. 1344) are required
and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected,
and describe any effects. If so, have permits been sought or issued?

MHC's representative wrote the U S Army Corps of Engineers. (See Tab 11.) To dale,

MHC has not received a response from that agency. MHC does not anticipate that any permits

under Sections 404 will be required or that any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will

be affected.

iii. State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C 1342)
are required for the proposed action.

MHC's representative wrote both North Dakota's Department of Health, Environmental

Health Section and the U.S. EPA Region 8 regarding this question. (Sec Tabs 10 and 12.) North

Dakota's Department of Health confirmed by letter that it believes "environmental impacts from

the proposed railroad abandonment will be minor and can be controlled by proper salvage and

disposal methods " (See Tab 13.) Ml 1C docs not anticipate that any permits will be required

10. Proposed Mitigation

Describe any actions that arc proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

No mitigation appears necessary'.
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11 Additional Information for Rail Constructions

The following additional information should be included for rait construction proposals
including connecting track construction: (Additional requirements of Section (11) not
listed here).

There is no rail construction proposed at this time

12. Section 1105 8 - Historic Reports

i. Are sites or structures listed in the National Register of Historic Places affected?
If so, describe the effects

No site or structures listed in the National Register of Historic Places will be affected.

ii. Will sites or structures SO years old or older be affected9 If so, and such sites or
structures are not listed in the National Register of Historic Places. MI-IC would
submit, at the earliest possible juncture, a description of the line, including a map,
as well as photographs and descriptions of such structures to the appropriate State
Historic Preservation Office for review and include a copy of the cover letter in
the Environmental Report.

MHC's representative wrote the Historic Preservation Division of the North Dakota

Historical Society ("NDHS*1) and advised that there arc three (3) railroad-owned structures that

may be over 50 years old on this line segment. (See Tab 14.) NDHS confirmed by letter that

NDHS finds that there are no historic properties that will be affected by the proposed

abandonment. (See Tab IS.) The structures arc all railroad bridges as listed below.

M.P. 22 2 - Open deck pile trestle
Number of spans - 5

M.P. 25.4 - Open deck pile trestle
Number of spans - 4

M.P. 27 6 - Open deck pile trestle
Number of spans - 5

iii. Will culturally significant locations, archaeological sites, or unique land forms be
affected? If so, MHC should consult with the involved State Historic
Preservation Office.

No.
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INFORMATION REQUIRED BY C.F.R SECTION 1105 8fd)

1. Topographic Map

A copy of a topographic map of the Line is attached A copy of a map showing location

of major roads, the railroad, and principal geographic features is also attached for reference.

(Sec Tabs 1 and 2.)

2. Description of The Line

The Line proposed for abandonment extends from Milcpost 3.75 approximately four

miles north of Lakota, ND to Milepost 48.19 where the Line crosses an east/west line of the

Northern Plains Railroad (Alsen Junction), a distance of 44.44 miles. This junction is

approximately four miles south of .Munich, ND. The remainder of the line extending north to

Sarles, ND (MP 73 0) will remain in service. This entire branch line formerly owned by the

BNSF Railway extending from MP zero at Lakota, ND, 73 miles to Sarles is known as the Sarlcs

line

The right of way of the Line proposed for abandonment is at least 100 feet wide for

almost its entire length. In some cases, usually in the vicinity of towns, the right of way is as

wide as 200 feet or even 300 feet The topography of the Line for its entire length is extremely

Hat with no notable hills or gradients. The surrounding area for the entire distance is rural,

mostly cultivated farmland. The towns along the line have small populations (see Section 1 of

the foregoing Environmental and Historic Report).

3. Photographs of railroad structures on the property

Photographs are appended at Tab 3.

4. Dates of construction of structures

l*he only railroad structures along the Line arc three railroad bridges, whose age cannot

be determined from documents in MIIC's possession. It is believed that all three have been

substantially renewed or replaced within the last fifty years The bridges are listed under Section

12.ii above.
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5. A Brief Narrative History of Carrier Operations in the Area, and an Explanation of what,

if anv. Changes arc Contemplated as a Result of the Proposed Action

The Sarlcs line was constructed approximately 100 years ago, about 1905. Other railroad

lines in the vicinity, including the lines now operated by NPR. were also built at about the same

time to encourage settlement and development of agriculture m the region The Sarlcs line was

built and subsequently operated by ihe Great Northern Railway, now part of BNSF. The NPR.

lines were built by the Soo Line Railroad, now part of Canadian Pacific Railway.

For its entire existence, the Sarles line has existed to move grain (primarily wheat) from

farm to market, and to move inbound commodities needed for agricultural production. Today,

that is still the purpose sewed by the Sarles line. Since Sarles line traffic to and from points

north of Alsen Junction is already moving via a new route over the NPR, the proposed

abandonment will result in no changes to present operations

The gram elevators that remain active on the Sarles line arc all located north of Alsen

Junction. It became increasingly burdensome in recent years for BNSF to operate and maintain

fifty miles of track just to reach these active elevators. The burden of maintaining and operating

this long connecting link was not justified by the business generated at the north end of the line.

This finally led to the line being embargoed June 15, 2005. Since NPR already operates regular

train service through Alsen Junction, the Sarles line traffic is now handled by existing NPR

trains.

6. Documents in Carrier's Possession

MHC has some track charts and station maps of the Line, and copies of contracts with

adjacent land owners for such things as crossing easements. Many of the documents relating to

the Line arc believed to have been destroyed by previous owners.

7 Eligibility for National Register of Historic Places: Aroheological Resources

It is not believed that any sites or structures eligible for listing on the National Register of

Historic Places or having archeological significance are found anywhere on the Line. This belief

is confirmed by the letter received from NDHS. (See Tab 15).
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8. Description of Ground Disturbance or Fill

MHC is unaware of any ground disturbances, fill, or environmental conditions that might

affect the archeological recovery of resources in the surrounding terrain.

9. Request bv State Historic Preservation Office.

Upon request of the Slate Historic Preservation Officer, MHC will provide such

additional information as may be requested under Section 1105.8(d)(9).

(signature on following page)
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Michael J. Barren, Jr.
Fletcher & Sippel LLC
29 North Wackcr Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511
Counsel for Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.

Dated: September / 7 ,200711,
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Piofesuonal AmxiiUwn - \iwtney* at I aw

M1NNLAPOUS SI PALL
220 Souih Sixih Siiui I Suite 2200 444 Cedar Slrrri I Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 5M02-IW4 it Paul. MN 55101-2Hh
6121390121 I Fax DI21W0535 Karen R kecs 051222M21 I Fax 651 222 H00.=i

651/312-602(1
Tax 651/222-891)5

)>mail kkees@felh.iber com
Reply to Si Paul oflke

January 31,2007

Donald Quam
Richard Flanders
Olc Nowatzki
Ray Rollncss
Neil Romfo
Cavalier County Commissioners
Cavalier County Courthouse
901 3rd Street
l,angdon, ND 58249-2457

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Gentlemen-

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation
("MHC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44 44 miles in length which extends from milcpost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of I awton, ND, to milcpost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations. Sections 1105.7 and
1105.8, I am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("IZHR"). MHC must
complete and file the HHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition The draft
El IR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
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January 31,2007
Page 2

the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the SI'B's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 "K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MlIC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there arc any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
I;elhaber, Larson, Fcnlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Street. Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Very truly vj

ren R Kces
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc: Barney Olsen

Mark S. Radkc
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Pw/rshiunal Association - Atlitinn* at hiw

M1NNUAIV1.IS Sf PAUL
220 Souih ^ixih Slrrft | Suite 2200 -t-H C edar Strrri | Suiie 2100
Mmneapi.hs MN 5M02 4'HM -;i fan] MN 55UM-2H6
612 W9M21 | FJX 012 )?80r>V> t» r i l222h«l I lax 0512228905

Kurcn K Kces
651/312-6020

hux 651/222-8905
C-mJil kkccsfcj fcltubcr com

Rcplj to St Paul office

January 31,2007

Odell Flaagan
Ronald Dahlen
Donald Fougner
Noel Lofthus
I larold Bergquist
Nelson County Commissioners
Nelson County Courthouse
210 B Avenue W
Lakota,ND 58344-7410

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Gentlemen:

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation
("MIIC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of I-awton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, I am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") MHC must
complete and Tile the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.
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We arc providing this draft EUR so thai you may review the information that will form
the basis for the Sift's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft HHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the S'lft's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 "K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MIIC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the S'ift in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there arc any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kecs by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhabcr. Larson, Fcnlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Very truly yours,

Karen R. Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc: Barney Olscn

Mark S Radke
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A PwfcMonal Association - Attorney at law

MINNLAI'OLIS ST PAUL
220 South Sixlh Strrel I Simr 2200 444 Ccdjr SIITM I Suite 2100
Minneapolis. MN 51402-4504 «,[ Paul, MN 55101-2136
6123396321 I Fax 612338053-S M1222DUI I lax 601 222 8905

Karen R Kees
651/312-6020

Tax 651/222-8905
E-mail kkccs@felhabcr com

Kepl> to St 1'aul ofllce

January 31,2007

Pamela Brekkc
Joe Bclford
Scott Discth
Barry Gage
Bill Mcrtcns
Ramsey County Commissioners
Ramsey County Courthouse
524 4lh Avenue
Devils Lake, ND 58301-2490

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Madam and Messrs.*

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corporation
("MUC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND 'Ilic line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, 1 am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR"). MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.
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We are providing this draft HHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EIIR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 "K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MIIC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there arc any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kecs by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Fclhabcr, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt. P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Karen R. Kccs
Paralegal

enclosures
cc: Barney Olsen

Mark S. Radke
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association-Attatnfysal taw

MINNEAPOLIS ST PAU1
2iO South Sixih Sum I Suiie 2200 4-H CeJjr Sirrcl Simr 2100
Minneapolis. MN 55402-1504 Si Paul. MN 55101 2IJ6
6I2JJ96321 • Fax A12 338053* 6512226321 I Fax t>

Karen R Kees
651/312-6020

Tax 651/222-8905
h-mail kkccs@felhabcr com

Reply to Si Paul office

January 3 1.2007

US Soil Conservation Service
Natural Resources & Rnvironmcnt
Room S4008
1 800 "M" Street NW
Washington, DC 20036

RE: STB Ducket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Ladies and Gentlemen:

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation
("MI 1C") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48 19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and I Iistoric Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105.8, I am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR"). MI 1C must
complete and file the EIIR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition. The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis C'SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
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1925 ktK" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhabcr, Larson, Fcnlon & Vogt, PA, 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you.

Karen R Kccs
Paralegal

enclosures
cc- Barney Olsen

MarkS Radke
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Pfofeiwrnal Awnatmn - Attornrv* at IJIH

MINNhAPOLIS bl I'MJL
220 South <Mxih Street | Sulie 2200 444 CuLir Mrw I Suitr-2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 *r Paul, MN I
612 1196121 | Fax 61233H0535 051 U2632I I Fax f-51

Karen K K.CCS
651/312-6020

hax 65I/222-S905
H-mail kkecs@felhuhcr com

Reply lo St'l'dul office

January 31,2007

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Department of the Interior
1849 "C" Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

RE: STB Docket No. Al) 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Ladies and Gentlemen:

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corporation
("MHC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND. to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of 1-ederal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105.8, I am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") MI 1C must
complete and file the El IR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition. The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We arc providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface '1 ransportation Board,
1925 "K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the

SUM-Word 46126 I
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applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC's petition,
your written comments to the SHA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks

Your comments will be considered by the S I'B in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment If there arc any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kces by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Fclhabcr, Larson, Fcnlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Very trul

Karen K Kecs
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Barney Olscn

MarkS Radkc
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon ffVogt

A Pntfewfmal At WKUHM - Arii'rnrvi at Law

MINNFAPOIK SI v\y\_
220 Smith Sixth Street ! Suite 2200 444 icd.ir Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis MN 1M02-4504 M Pjnl. MN 5510I-2I30

! lax nl213aOM r> 6 M 2 2 2 6 U I I I JX (

Karen R Kccs
651/312-6020

Tax 651/222-8905
L-mail kkeesrgifelhubcr com

Reply to St Pauloffke

January 31,2007

'Hie National Park Service
Department of the Interior
1849 "C" Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Attn: Robert Stanton, Director

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Mr Stanton:

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad. Inc., a North Dakota corporation
("MHC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from mileposl 3.75,
approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, NO, to mileposl 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, 1 am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("I~HR") MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition. The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please
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contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ('"SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 "K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there arc any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kccs by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fcnlon & Vogt, P.A, 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Very trul»yours,

/aren R. Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc. Barney Olsen

Mark S. Radke
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A IVi»J« aonal Association - Attorney & (if Liiw

MINNLAPOI II bT PAi;i
2JO South Sixth Stiwi . Siiuc 2JOO 444 CrilarSiirn I i-mte 2100
Minneapolis. MN 5*>402-4504 si Paul. MN 15101 213t>
6123396321 I Fax 61233B0535 Karen R Kecs (tfl 222021 I Fax till 222 tW03

651/312-6020
Fax 651/222-8905

I .-mail kkccs@felhabcr com
Reply (o Si Paul office

January 31,2007

North Dakota Environmental Protection Agency
North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section
918 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

Attention: Dave Glatt, Chief

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Mr Glatt

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation
("MHC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3 75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, I am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EUR") MI 1C must
complete and file the HHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STIi's environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the SI'B's environmental review process, please

SI PL-Word 961081



January 31,2007
Page 2

contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 "K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC's petition,
your written comments to the SKA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment, (f there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen K. Kccs by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Very truly

farcn R. Kccs
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc: Barney Olscn

MarkS Radke

STPL-Word%l08 I
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon ffVogt

A Projeuional Association - Attorneys at Law

MINNF.APOHS <;j PAUL
220 South bixih Sire« I Suitr 2201) 444 Cedar Sirrei I Suite 2100
Minneapolis. MN 55402-4504 Si Paul, MN *i5101 2136
6123396321 I Fax 612 338 0535 h r;1222cj21 I Fax Ml 222 8905

Karen R Kccs
651/312-6020

Tax 651/222-8905
l>mail kkccs@fclhabcr corn

Reply to Si Paul office

January 31,2007

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Headquarters
441 "G" Street NW
Washington, DC 20314

Attn: LTG Carl Strock, Commander

RE: STB Ducket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Ine. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Sir

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation
("MHC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3 75,
approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105.8, 1 am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition. The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.

We arc providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please

STPL-Word 961261
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January 31,2007
Page 2

contact the Section or Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 "K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhabcr, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A, 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you

Very truly'yours,

Laren R. Kees f
>aralegal

klg
enclosures
cc: Barney Olscn

Mark S. Radke

STPL-Word 961261
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

- Adiurint iir J.JH.

MINNEAPOLIS SI FUJI
220 temih talh Street ' &uiir2203 444 Cedar Street I Suite 2100
Minneapolis. MN 55-UI2-451H Sc Paul. MN -35101-2Mb
U12319 6321 I Fax G U J W O I H 6512226321 I FJX 6512228W.

Karen R Kecs
651/312-6020

Fax <>51/222-8905
h-mail kkecsaifclhdber com

Repl> lo St Paul office

January 31, 2007

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Office
999 18lh Street, Suite 200
Denver, Colorado 80202

Attn: Robert E Roberts, Regional Administrator

RE: STB Docket No. All 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Mr Roberts

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad. Inc, a North Dakota corporation
0"MHCn) will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB'1) to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 4444 miles in length which extends from milcpost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milcpost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, 1 am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR"). MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition. The draft
F.HR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,

S FPL-Word % 1241
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January 31,2007
Page 2

1925 "K" Sireci NW, Washington. DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by ihc STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment If there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Slrect, Suite 2100, Si. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Very truly yours.

KfrenR Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
ccp Barney Olsen

Mark S. Radkc

STlM.-Woid 961241
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NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT of HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION
Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave.

Bismarck, ND 58501 -1947
701 328 5200 (fax)
www ndhealth gov

February 21,2007

Ms Karen R. Kces, Paralegal
Felhabcr. Larson, Fenlon & Voght
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100
St. Paul, MN 55101-2136

Re: STB Docket No AB 1003X, Railroad Abandonment
Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Ms Kees.

This department has reviewed the information concerning the above-referenced project submitted
to Governor John Hocven under date of January 31,2007, with respect to possible environmental
impacts

This department believes that environmental impacts from the proposed railroad abandonment
will be minor and can be controlled by proper salvage and disposal methods With respect to the
abandonment, we have the following comments:

1. Follow Best Management Practices during salvage activities to prevent dirt, construction
debris, and waste material from entering a storm drainage system or water body Guidelines
for minimizing degradation to waterways are attached.

2. Any releases of petroleum products, hazardous materials, or chemicals that may impact
human health or the environment, which arc known to have occurred in the past or are
discovered in the project area during abandonment and salvage operations, must be reported
to the North Dakota Department of Health The Department's Environmental Emergency
Response Contacts List is attached.

3 All solid waste materials must be managed and transported in accordance with the state's
solid and ha/ardous waste rules. Appropriate efforts to reduce, reuse and/or recycle waste
materials are strongly encouraged. As appropriate, segregation of inert waste from non-inert
waste can generally reduce the cost of waste management Further information on waste
management and recycling is available from the Department's Division of Waste
Management at (701) 328-5166.

4 No burning of waste material generated during the salvage operations may be conducted
unless approved in advance by the Department's Division of Air Quality (701-328-5188).

Environmental Health
Section Chiefs Office

7013285150

Division of
Air Quality

701 328 5188

Division of
Municipal Facilities

701 328 5211

Division of
Waste Management

701 328 5166

Division of
Water Quality
701 328 5210

Printed on recycted paper



Ms Karen R. Kccs 2. February 21,2007

The department owns no land in or adjacent to the proposed improvements, nor does it have any
projects scheduled in the area In addition, we believe the proposed activities arc consistent with
the State Implementation Plan for the Control of Air Pollution for the State of North Dakota.

These comments arc based on the information provided about the project in the above-referenced
submittal. The U S. Army Corps of Engineers may require a water quality certification from this
department for the project if the project is subject to their Section 404 permitting process. Any
additional information which may be required by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under the
process will be considered by this department in our determination regarding the issuance of such
a certification.

If you have any questions regarding our comments, please feel free to contact this office.

Sineerely,

L. David Glatt, l*&,-Gnief
Environmental Health Section

LOG cc
Attach.



NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT^'/ HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION
Go'd Seal Center 918 E Divide Ave

Bismarck ND 58501-1947
701 328 5200 (fax)
www ndhealth gov

Construction and Environmental Disturbance Requirements

These represent the minimum requirements of the North Dakota Department of Health
They ensure that minimal environmental degradation occurs as a result of construction
or related work which has the potential to affect the waters of the State of North Dakota
All projects will be designed and implemented to restrict the losses or disturbances of
soil, vegetative cover, and pollutants (chemical or biological) from a site

Soils

Prevent the erosion of exposed soil surfaces and trapping sediments being transported
Examples include, but are not restricted to. sediment dams or berms, diversion dikes,
hay bales as erosion checks, riprap, mesh or burlap blankets to hold soil during
construction, and immediately establishing vegetative cover on disturbed areas after
construction is completed Fragile and sensitive areas such as wetlands, riparian
zones, delicate flora, or land resources will be protected against compaction, vegetation
loss, and unnecessary damage

Surface Waters

All construction which directly or indirectly impacts aquatic systems will be managed to
minimize impacts All attempts will be made to prevent the contamination of water at
construction sites from fuel spillage, lubricants, and chemicals, by following safe storage
and handling procedures Stream bank and stream bed disturbances will be controlled
to minimize and/or prevent silt movement, nutrient upsurges, plant dislocation, and any
physical, chemical, or biological disruption The use of pesticides or herbicides in or
near these systems is forbidden without approval from this Department.

Fill Material

Any fill material placed below the high water mark must be free of top soils,
decomposable materials and persistent synthetic organic compounds (in toxic
concentrations) This includes, but is not limited to. asphalt, tires, treated lumber, and
construction debris The Department may require testing of fill materials. All temporary
fills must be removed Debris and solid wastes will be removed from the site and the
impacted areas restored as nearly as possible to the original condition

Environmental Health
Sermon Chiefs Office

70; 328 5150

D.V.O -n ..1
AirOujhly

cr
Municipal

7-J ! i/

D v S'rn • •
Waste Management

701 328 eiW

C -, on cf
Aatei Quality
•0- 3.1521C
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A frii/rssumdl Association - Ittwnrts at IMW

MlNNLAPOLlt Sr PAUL
220*<nuihSixiliSirc>n I *uitr UOO -H4 Cedar Slreei I Suiie 2100
Minneapolis, MN 9M02-4W4 M Paul, MN 55101.2136
6123396*21 I Fax 6IJ 33B 051r. 631 2226J2I I lax 6512228005

Karen R Kccs
651/312-6021)

fax 651/222-8905
C-mail kkees@fclhabcr torn

Reply to St Paul offiic

January 31,2007

State Historic Preservation Office
612 E. Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

Attn* Marvin L. Kaiser, President

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Mr Kaiser:

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad. Inc., a North Dakota corporation
("Ml 1C'') will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44 44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48 19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. 'Ilic line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105.8, 1 am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR"). MHC must
complete and flic the EHR \\ith the STR as a component of its abandonment petition The draft
HHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the S'l IVs environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the information in
the draft LHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface Transportation Board,

SIPL-Wonl 961571

felhjhri 10111



January 31,2007
Page 2

1925 "K" Street NW, Washington. DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MIIC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks

Your comments will be considered by the S I'D in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. 11' there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R K.CCS by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fcnlon & Vogt, P.A, 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Very truly^ours.

KArcn R. Kccs
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc- Barney Olsen

Mark S. Radke
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STATE
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
OF NORTH DAKOTA

John Hocvcn
Governor of North Dakota

North Dakota
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ArraJiieJ by tlu
American Association

of Museums

February 5, 2007

Surface Transportation Board
1925 "K" Street NW
Washington, ND 20423

Karen R. Kees
Paralegal
Fclhabcr, Larson, Fcnlon and Vogt
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100
St. Paul, MN 55101-2136

ND SHPO Ref.:07-0342 STB Docket No. AB- 1003X Mohall Central
Railroad Inc. Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions of Railroad in
Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Surface Transportation Board and Ms Kecs,

We reviewed ND SHPO Rcf..07-0342 STB Docket No AB- 1003X Mohall
Central Railroad Inc. Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions of Railroad in
Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota, and concur with a "No
Historic Properties Affected" determination, provided the project is of the nature
specified and cakes place in the legal description listed and plotted in the
correspondence. If any borrow fill material is required, the material should be
derived from an approved source, th.it u>, one surveyed by an archaeologist and
found 10 contain no significant cultural resources

Please include the ND SHPO Reference number h&ied Above in further
correspondence for this specific project If you have any questions please contact
Susan Quinncll at (701) 328-3576, or sciuinnelKdJnd gov

Sincerely,

Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr
State Historic Preservation Officer
(North Dakota)
and
Director, State Historical Society of North Dakot.i

North Dakota Heritage Center • 612 East Boulevard Avenue. Bismarck. ND 58505-0830 • Phone 701-328-2666 • Fax 701-328-3710
Email histsoc@slate nd us • Web site http/Mwwndgov/hist-TTY 1-800-366-6888


